Winter 2020 Edition

Cascade United Methodist Church
Dr. Kevin R. Murriel
Senior Pastor
Cascade Family and Friends,
Welcome to the first edition of The Beacon Magazine! This is the newest publication of Cascade United Methodist
Church designed to show how God is using this ministry to be a light in the community and around the world.
I write this letter with a heart of gratitude for all that God has done in our midst for our nearly three years
together. When our family arrived at Cascade in July of 2017, Scarlett had just celebrated her first birthday, and
Ashleigh and I were starting to find our rhythm as young parents. Yet, God called us to lead the church that had
poured so much into our lives early in ministry. This transition caused us to make personal sacrifices as a family
so that we could serve to the best of our ability. It also caused our Cascade church family to adjust to having a
young family at the helm of leadership in a season where difficult decisions would have to be made. How
would God work this out?
Well, nearly three years later, we are a more vibrant, agile, and active congregation; and the world is taking
notice of what God is doing through our ministry. If I could summarize our time together, thus far, it would be with
the Apostle Paul’s words to the Corinthians about order in the house of God. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:40,
“Be sure that everything is done properly and in order.”
The last two and half years have been focused on ensuring our congregation has a firm foundation on which we
can build God’s Church. Ordering the life of the church is hard work, but it is necessary if the body of Christ is
going to grow and thrive for the future. Our members are among the most committed I’ve had the opportunity to
lead, and we are better as a church because of the strong support of our laity.
Our ministries are constantly reaching the world with the love of Christ in tangible ways that represent the
excellence our church. I am deeply grateful to every person who has given their time, talents, and gifts to the
service of our Lord through Cascade. In 2020, the future for our church is brighter and the vision that God has
given us is even bigger; and we need you.
I am personally inviting you to get involved in a ministry this year if you
haven’t already. Join one of our many Bible study classes to grow deeper in the
Word of God. Attend church more regularly so your faith can be strengthened
through worship and fellowship with other believers. I challenge you to be
better and do more in 2020 than you did in 2019 for the glory and honor of
God.
Our family is thankful to serve with you, and I am honored to serve as the
Senior Pastor of Cascade United Methodist Church. I love each of you, and I
look forward to our continued ministry together.
Stay the course,

Pastor Murriel
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Happy New Year
from the Murriels
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Photo Credit: Carmen Nicole Photography
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Hurricane Dorian Relief Efforts
Thanks to the generosity of Cascade and community members,
$20,000 was donated in support of immediate aid towards the
Hurricane Dorian relief efforts. The donation will support the Bahamas
Conference of the Methodist Church and other agencies in providing
resources to meet the immediate needs of the residents and to help with long
term rebuilding initiatives. To further embody Cascade’s vision of being a light
in the community and around the world through discipleship, service, and
social justice, an outreach group will travel to the Bahamas in 2020. They will
assist with rebuilding homes, churches, and schools destroyed during
Hurricane Dorian.

Outreach Efforts Expanded by a Major Donation
Cascade received a donation of $100,000 from the Metro Atlanta
Task Force for the Homeless towards ongoing outreach efforts.
As a result of this donation, more individuals and families in
need will
be served
and
provided
with
resources.
This
includes support for
the Financial Literacy in Elementary Schools
(FLIES) Program, an initiative to teach children about investing and
money management.

Meals Provided for Area Shelters and Youth
More than 150 meals were provided to seniors each month and over 1,000 meals to several different centers for the
homeless per month to include: Soloman’s Temple, My Sister’s House, Trinity UMC and the West End Library. Additionally,
over 500 lunches were distributed to children through the Smart Lunch Smart Kid (SLSK) program. In
partnership with Action Ministries, SLSK provides lunch to students on free and reduced lunch during Summer and school
holiday breaks.
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The Music and Arts Ministry
A workshop for the Music and Arts Ministry was held this past summer. Several choirs and musicians from other local churches
participated. This event included lessons from Dr. James Abbington, Dr. Roland Carter, Ms. Sonya Williams and Stellar
Award winning gospel artist Byron Cage. During Sunday worship, our Cascade Mass Choir sang with Byron Cage serving as
director and soloist.

Trunk-or-Treat
On Halloween, over 450 children flooded fellowship hall to attend our annual Trunk-or-Treat event hosted by our Young
People’s Division. There were 14 tables lining the walls in the hall and each table was loaded with pounds and pounds
of candy. This event featured a magic act by Jeffini the Great, a snow cone maker, a live DJ and a cotton candy machine.
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Cascade Gets Charged Up
Recharge Wednesday, our midweek worship and Bible study experience, facilitated by
Dr. Kevin Murriel, engaged members of Cascade and the community in deep, reflective
conversations about the Word of God and building a stronger relationship with Christ.
Each Recharge session begins with dynamic praise and worship led by Cathy
Rollins. Recharge is currently on sabbatical and will resume in the Spring of 2020.

New Sneakers Collected for Atlanta Youth
Over 1,000 pairs of new sneakers were collected and distributed to Atlanta students
before the start of the school year. This ministry outreach initiative, known as Soles 2
Souls, began in early May and received tremendous support from church members,
corporate sponsors, and community partners, including the Walter and Andrew Young
Family YMCA. The shoes were distributed to community youth during our annual back to
school celebration.

Melissa Atkinson Celebrates 100 Years of Life
Melissa Idella Smith Atkinson, one of the church’s oldest members, celebrated her
100th birthday on October 19, 2019, with her family, Pastor Murriel, and several church
members. Born in 1919 in Madras, Georgia, to a farmer and a schoolteacher, she was the
fourth of the family’s ten children. During her birthday celebration, Melissa was lauded
for exceptional commitment to her community and to the church. She has been a
member of Cascade for nearly 50 years, serving as a communion steward and working
with several other ministries in the church.

Cascade Action Partners Take Youth Group to
Legacy Museum
Cascade Action Partners (CAP) traveled with a group of students to Montgomery,
Alabama, to visit the Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum to learn
more about slavery and the Civil Rights Movement. The students also met and
interviewed Black Panther Leader Kathleen Cleaver and learned about her experience as
a leader in the movement. Additionally, the students had the opportunity to learn about
the judicial system in the United States and its impact on the lives of African Americans.
Lauryn Saunders, a local high school student, states, “As I walked through the display of
hundreds of names of people whose lives were taken I felt sad but also proud that as a
race we have been able to go from a country where we were killed to prevent our
advancement to a country where a black man can be President.”

Thanksgiving Concert and Basket Project
The New Advent Choir and more than 300 volunteers distributed over 1,600 food boxes on the Monday before Thanksgiving to
feed families breakfast, lunch and dinner for the entire week. The boxes consisted of eggs, turkey, collard greens, potatoes and
much more. This project, led by NAC director Yergan Jones, has been a part of our Thanksgiving tradition for over 30 years. The
project is preceded by the annual New Advent Choir Concert, a dynamic night of praise and worship that brings together
members of Cascade and our community.
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Christmas Production and Concert
The Young People's Division presented an inspiring performance titled, “A Christmas Carol.” Directed by Ms. Margo Moorer, the
musical focused on reminding a young boy that Jesus is the greatest gift of all. The sanctuary was packed with parents, friends,
members and visitors to watch the youth perform. That evening, we experienced a wonderful Christmas concert led by our Music
and Arts Ministry under the direction of Ms. Karen Lowery. This concert brought together the community to celebrate the birth of
Christ in song, featuring our Cascade vocal choirs, the praise team, and the handbell choir.

The Gathering - An

Intergenerational Worship Experience

The Gathering Intergenerational Worship Experience was originally designed as a midweek service for young adults in search
of a safe and sacred space to express their faith. Over the course of this year, The Gathering became a space for all to be
divinely inspired to hear, speak, and live the Word of God with boldness. Led by Dr. Kevin Murriel and Minister Camille
Henderson-Edwards, current members, ministries from surrounding churches, and first-time visitors engaged in meaningful
conversations about what it means to be real and righteous.
The Gathering Sundays will launch on January 12, 2020 at 11am as an intergenerational worship experience for individuals of
all backgrounds and ages to praise, worship, and grow in their faith walk. This service will foster a culture of honoring church
traditions while offering a free space of worship, creating touch points within contemporary culture and the community. We are excited
to welcome this worship experience where the goal is simple: Come as you are, leave different, and in all things, stay the course.
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In September 2019, Cascade hosted the Unfinished
Women's Conference weekend. Unfinished was a three
day ministry initiative that brought women from Cascade
and beyond together to equip them as Disciples of Christ to
carry out His unfinished work in their personal lives,
families and communities. The conference weekend
kicked off a dynamic performance by Grammy AwardWinning Artist with Yolanda Adams. Other artists included
Sunday’s Best Alumni Zebulon Ellis and Y’anna Crawley.
The emcee for the evening was Darlene McCoy of Praise
102.5.
The second day of the conference weekend consisted of 10
workshops to help nearly 400 women grow in their
relationships with God, one another, and the broader
community. The workshops covered various topics such as
prayer, forgiveness and healing, mental health, social
justice, relationships, and financial freedom. Saturday also
included plenary sessions and power panels with global
industry leaders and women of faith such as Starbucks
COO, Rosalind Brewer, and BET Network EVP and CMO,
Kimberly Evans Paige renowned speaker and author,
Attorney Patricia Russell-Cloud.
The conference concluded on day three, amazing worship
experiences with inspiring sermons given by The Rev. Dr.
Theresa L. Fry Brown and The Rev. Dr. Khalia J. Williams.
Both faith leaders shared powerful words of faith and
empowerment rooted in the conference’s scripture
reference, Philippians 1:6 “. . . He who began a good work
in you will carry it to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.”
Visit unfinished2019.com to learn more about the
conference agenda and speakers.
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The Lay Ministry
Laity play a critical role in the success and growth of the church. At Cascade United
Methodist Church, our Lay Ministry is very strong and has been active in the church and in
the community for many years. Some of their responsibilities include:
- Fostering awareness of the role of laity both within the congregation and through ministries
in the home, workplace, community, and world
- Finding ways within the community of faith to recognize all of these ministries
- Meeting regularly with the senior pastor to discuss the state of the church and the needs of
the congregation
- Serving on the Charge Conference, the Executive Board, the Finance Committee,
Nominations Committee, Leadership Development, and Staff Pastor Parish Relations
Committee (SPPRC)
This year, the Lay Ministry hosted several productive conversations to connect the
church with the surrounding area called “Coffee in the Community.” These dialogues took
place at Southwest Atlanta businesses to include Starbucks, Buzz Coffee, and Krispy
Kreme and attracted over 100 people at each event. Several in attendance visited or joined
Cascade as a result of the engaging discussions.
In 2020, the Lay Ministry plans to continue promoting congregational engagement with
the community and highlighting more ways for members to become involved in church
ministries that best support and complement their spiritual gifts.
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Cascade Homeless Ministry

Feeding 500 Homeless persons twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Thursday
SOLOMON TEMPLE				
100
MY SISTER’S HOUSE				
250
TRINITY ON BELL STREET			
50
THE HOMELESS AT WEST END LIBRARY		
100
HOMELESS FEEDING
(TOTAL)
1000 persons each month

2019 Trinity Feeding (Downtown)
●
●

Feeding 235 to 250 Homeless men (once a year)
Trinity UMC on Bell Street Graduation (once a year)
○
Graduation dinner for the Homeless Men living in a Trinity home who are being trained to be self-sufficient from the Trinity UMC
Feeding Program.

Change the World Program
●
●

The United Methodist “Change the World” Project
In 2019, Cascade travel to eight locations to pass out food and clothes to those who live under the bridges and sleep in the parks.

Atlanta Community Food Bank Hunger Walk
●

Raised over $4000.00 to feed the homeless community.

Financial Literacy In Elementary School
●

Teaches financial concepts to 1 3rd grade students at Kimberly Elementary School.

CASCADE COLLABORATIVE
Actions Ministry Smart Lunch Smart Kid
●

●

Prepared lunches for 500 low-income elementary school-age children twice a week (Tuesday and Friday) for 10 weeks. 1000 lunches
each week.
Fed the same 500 children the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.

Cascade Clothes Closet
●

Provides clothing and household items, which includes furniture to 50 families per week.
○
Beginning November 1, the closet is open twice a month until the summer.

Sleeping Bag Project (SBP)
●

Passed out 223 sleeping bags, seven locations around Atlanta in January (MLK project.)

●
●

Fed low-income senior citizens who meet the poverty guideline for the United States, which is $15,000 a year.
Cascade provided and delivered 2,894 boxes this year.
○
This amount doesn’t include the tens of thousands of pounds of food, snacks, water and beverages donated by our partnership
with “Hosea Feed the Hungry.”

Commodity Supplemental Food Program (USDA) for Senior Citizen

Mission Trip to Opelika, Ala.
●

Cascade was joined by Morehouse College students to work in the SE District Warehouse as a result of the storms in West Alabama
and Georgia.

Soles 2 Souls Campaign
●
●
●

2nd Year Anniversary
Collects new sneakers for school-age children
Collected over 1,700 pairs this year

●
●

Assisted persons in need of rent and utilities, who live in Fulton and Dekalb Counties.
Assisted 248 individuals this year.
○
This number includes the Government Furlough Employees.

Community Fund

Partnership with Peachtree Road
●
●

Over 65 people participated in “The Great Day of Service,” which was a part of the “Racial Reconciliation” Project.
Coming soon: “Christmas Kindness”
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2020

Key Dates at a Glance
JANUARY

12: Launch of The Gathering Intergenerational Worship
Experience | 11am
19: Leadership Consecration Service | 8am
20: 20th Anniversary Sleeping Bag Project

FEBRUARY - Black History Month

Black Art Expo (Entire Month of February)
2: Stewardship Ministry Expo
9: Meet the Authors Sunday
13: Expressions of Love Senior Citizens Luncheon | 12pm
16: Go Red Sunday
26: Ash Wednesday Services | 12pm & 7pm

MARCH - Women’s History Month

1: Heritage Tour (Cascade and Peachtree Road United
Methodist Churches)
14: Music Ministry presents "Sisters in Song" | 4pm
28: United Methodist Women's Crowning Glory Tea |
1pm-4pm

APRIL - Holy Week

5: Palm Sunday | Youth Confirmation
9: Maundy Thursday Foot Washing Service | 7pm
10: Seven Last Words Service | 12pm
10: Music Ministry Good Friday Production | 7pm
11: Young People's Division Easter Festival | 12pm-3pm
12: Resurrection Sunday | Easter Program

MAY

5-15: United Methodist General Conference (Minneapolis,
MN)
10: Mother’s Day

JUNE

12: Father Daughter Dance
15-20: United Methodist Men's Focus Week
18-20: North Georgia Annual Conference (Athens, GA)
21: Father’s Day
22-26: Vacation Bible School
28: Law & Justice Worship Service | 8am
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Dates subject to change

2020

Key Dates at a Glance
JULY - Senior Appreciation Month

12: Senior Citizen Recognition Sunday | 8am
19: Ice Cream Social | after 11am Service

AUGUST - Young People's Focus Month
9: Higher Education Scholarship Program
16: Soles 2 Souls (Outreach Project)
22: Music and Arts Ministry Festival | 12pm
24: Young People's Division Back-to-School Celebration

SEPTEMBER

18-20: Heart of Marriage Weekend

OCTOBER - Breast Cancer Awareness Month

3: Cascade Under the Stars Concert
4-15: Trip to the Holy Land
4: 94th Church Anniversary
18: Laity Sunday | Breast Cancer Awareness Observed
(wear pink)
31: Trunk-or-Treat Hallelujah Festival

NOVEMBER

1: All Saints' Sunday
7-8: Veterans Weekend
12: Hope for the Holidays
22: New Advent Choir Concert
23: New Advent Thanksgiving Basket Project

DECEMBER

13: Music and Arts Ministry Christmas Concert | 5pm
31: New Year’s Eve Service | 7pm
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Dates subject to change

CASCADE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH GOVERNANCE
RESOURCE GUIDE
Our Church Mission and Vision:
Making Church Relevant as a light in the community and around
the world through Discipleship, Service, and Social Justice
At Cascade, we have adopted a leadership governance model that
combines responsibility and authority with accountability that promotes
church unity, functions on a high level of trust, facilitates smart,
expeditious decisions, and is driven by mission and vision fulfillment.
Our Executive (One) Board Model
The 2016 Book of Discipline Paragraph 247.2 allows for a local church
to adapt and contextualize its decision-making structure.
“The charge conference, the district superintendent, and the pastor,
when a pastor has been appointed (see ¶ 205.4), shall organize and
administer the pastoral charge and churches according to the policies
and plans herein set forth. When the membership size, program
scope, mission resources, or other circumstances so require, the
charge conference may, in consultation with and upon the approval of
the district superintendent, modify the organizational plans, provided
that the provisions of ¶ 243 are observed.”
In 2017, the Cascade congregation voted to modify our structure to
achieve the following:
• Utilize a model that combines accountability, responsibility and
authority to streamline decision-making
• Reduce micro-management and working in silos
• Synchronize and align all the church’s ministries with the mission,
vision, and goals of our church
• Reduce the number committee meetings and free up resources
(time, gifts, and talents) for hands-on ministry and engagement in our
mission field
Executive Board Responsibilities:
• Establish the church’s yearly budget
• Confirm the vision of the church in collaboration with the pastor an
establish yearly goals for the church
• Work in partnership with ministries, programs, and committees to
ensure they fulfill the mission and vision of the church
How the Cascade Executive Board Process Works:
• Each individual administrative committee (Finance, Trustees,
SPPRC) meets once a month or bi-monthly
• Each ministry division meets once a month or bi-monthly
• The full board meets once a month to consider all business items for
the church. These decisions are made with the input of the entire
board, which has representation from each entity of our church
(clergy, staff, laity, administration, and ministries). Due to the
confidential nature of these meetings, they are open only to E-board
members or by approved invitation. Each person on the Executive
Board must sign a confidentiality and non-disclosure agreement to
participate.
• Each ministry division chair gives a report on the needs and activities
of their ministries
• Updates and recommendations are given by the chair of each
administrative committee (Finance, Trustees, and Staff/Pastor Parish
Relations)
• The Lay Leader gives an extensive report on the concerns of the
congregation and additional opportunities for ministry
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How we share information with the congregation and receive
input:
Information sharing in any organization is always evolving. We have
added several means of communication to ensure our congregation
is informed and heard. We work continually to broaden our efforts to
effectively communicate and listen through multiple channels, which
include:
1. Quarterly Sunday Congregational Presentations to the Church
Body–The Senior Pastor and Executive Board Chair(s) present the
state of our ministry which include: updates on our outreach efforts,
a ministry division highlight, an overview of our financial condition
and updates on what is to come in the next quarter and beyond.
2. Quarterly Laity Connection Sessions with our Lay Leader–This
is an open dialogue between our Lay Leader and members of the
congregation to hear concerns, offer ideas, field questions, an
provide a bridge from the congregation to the Senior Pastor and
Executive Board leadership.
3. Publications include: Pathway, The Beacon Magazine
(Cascade’s new publication), Website, and Mobile App–This is
how we regularly communicate with our congregation and friends of
Cascade locally, nationally, and globally. If you are not receiving
these publications or need assistance downloading our app, please
contact the church at info@cascadeumc.org
4. Yearly Charge Conference–The charge conference is the basic
governing body of each United Methodist local church and is
composed of all members of the Executive Board. All members of
the charge conference must be members of the local church. The
charge conference must meet at least once per year. The charge
conference directs the work of the church gives general oversight,
reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the church, sets
salaries for the pastor and staff, approves the recommendation of
NLD for the members of the Executive Board, and recommends
candidates for ordained ministry. This meeting is conducted in open
session by the District Superintendent who calls the conference and
can conduct it as his/her discretion.
5. Ministry Division Meetings–We have (5) ministry divisions at
Cascade through which our light shines bright in our community and
around the world. Our divisions include: Worship, Witness, Young
People’s, Outreach, and Nurture. Each division chair meets
regularly with their ministry chairs to strategize and hear concerns
about their ministry areas. These are shared monthly with the
Executive Board so we can remain relevant in our ministry efforts.

Continued on next page..

How our leaders are selected:
According to the Book of Discipline paragraph 258.1: There shall be elected annually, by the charge conference in each local church, a
committee on nominations and leadership development that is composed of professing members of the local church. The charge of
this committee is to identify, develop, deploy, evaluate, and monitor Christian spiritual leadership for the local congregation. Members of
the committee shall engage in and be attentive to developing and enhancing their own Christian spiritual life in light of the mission of the
Church.
The 2020 Cascade Executive Board Leadership:
Executive Board Co-chairs, Carolyn Byrd and Vicki Palmer
Finance Chair, Ken Woods
Treasurer, Lauren Lovett
Trustee Chair, Brian Hooker
SPPRC Chair, Paula Snowden
Lay Leader, Darris Rollins
Worship Division Chair, Diane King
Witness Division Co-chairs, Tammy and Robert Bolton
Young People’s Division Chair, Cheryl Jones
Outreach Division Chair, Gretchen Lockett
Nurture Division Chair, Patricia White
Music and Arts, Karen Lowery
General Counsel, P. Andrew Patterson
Senior Pastor, Kevin Murriel
Executive Pastor, Karen Webster Parks
Director of Operations, Sophia Pittman
The Executive Board remains committed to the mission and vision of Cascade United Methodist Church. It strives to be transparent in
its work and fully engaged in the ministry of Kingdom building.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
What is the difference between a Charge Conference and a Church Conference?
1. The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local church and is composed of all members of the
church council (Executive Board, Administrative Board or Leadership Team).
2. A church conference invites broader participation of the members of the congregation beyond just the Executive Board members in
that all members of a local United Methodist church are invited to attend and are extended the privilege of vote.
All members of the charge or church conference must be members of the local church. These meetings are held normally once a year
unless a called conference occurs. The type of conference is designated by the District Superintendent.
What is the difference between the Executive Board and Church Council?
There is no difference, they are one in the same. Different churches refer to this decision-making body differently to fit their context.
Some use Church Council, others use Administrative Board or Leadership Team. At Cascade, we have chosen to use the term
Executive Board.
As a member, when can I vote on church matters?
The only time members of the church body can vote is during a Church Conference that has been called by our District Superintendent.
In the Methodist system, the Executive Board serves as a representative democracy of the members on most church matters (much like
elected officials represent a group of people). This is a part of our United Methodist polity.
What is meant by the “polity” of The United Methodist Church?
The polity refers to the organization and practices of a denomination. The United Methodist Church has a connectional polity. Our polity
is guided by the Book of Discipline. A free e-version of the current Book of Discipline can be found at:
https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions
As a member, if I have an idea or concern, who should I go to?
The Lay Leader serves as the direct line of communication for church members. Because of the size of our congregation, we also have
Associate Lay Leaders. They may be contacted at layleader@cascadeumc.org.
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Ministries

Sub Groups
Cascade Community Services, Inc.
Emergency Care Team
Expansion Development Committee
Music and Arts Ministry
PADV - Coordinator
Transportation Department
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College of
Osteopathic Medicine

presents The 20th annual Dr. William G. Anderson Lecture Series

Slavery to Freedom
AN AMERICAN ODYSSEY

Kevin R. Murriel

Dr. Kevin R. Murriel currently leads over 7,000 members as Senior Pastor of Cascade United Methodist Church in
Atlanta, Georgia. A dynamic preacher, avid reader, and social activist, Dr. Murriel’s research focuses on translating
the methods of the Civil Rights Movement into a modern-day strategy for social justice and racial reconciliation. Dr.
Murriel is the author of two books. His latest book, “Breaking the Color Barrier: A Vision for Church Growth through
Racial Reconciliation” was named to the 2015 Hot New Releases on Amazon. In 2019, Dr. Murriel was appointed
Assistant Professor in the Practice of Practical Theology and Director of the Black Methodist Seminarians Program
at Emory University.

Thursday, February 6, 2020, 5 p.m.
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center Auditorium

April Ryan

April Ryan is a White House Correspondent, CNN Political Analyst and a part of the Washington Bureau Radio
Networks. In addition, she is the author of books “The Presidency in Black and White,” and “At Mama’s Knee:
Mothers And Race In Black And White” and most recently “Under Fire. In 2019, she became an honorary member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. April Ryan has a unique vantage point as the only black female reporter
covering urban issues from the White House – a position she has held since the Clinton era. She was the recipient
of the 2017 National Association of Black Journalist’s “Journalist of the Year”, and a Terker Fellow with the George
Washington University School of Media and Public Affairs. She has served on the board of the prestigious White
House Correspondents Association. She is one of only three African Americans in the Association’s over 100-year
history to serve on its board. She is also an esteemed member of the National Press Club.

Thursday, February 20, 2020, 5 p.m.
Wharton Center, Pasant Theatre

Bankole Thompson

A leading voice on race, leadership and free speech issues, Bankole Thompson is a nationally renowned journalist
whose work has been noted for its glaring contributions in the continuing ﬁght for racial equality and economic
justice. Thompson is a twice-a-week op-ed columnist at The Detroit News. His column deals with presidential
politics and culture, public opinion and leadership, social and economic issues. Thompson is also the editor-inchief of The PuLSE Institute, the Detroit-based independent anti-poverty think tank. University of Michigan Bentley
Historical Library in 2015, established the “Bankole Thompson Papers,” a comprehensive physical and digital
collection to preserve his work for students and scholars. Thompson in 2018, was honored with the “Let Freedom
Ring Award,” on MLK Day by the Rainbow PUSH Coalition for his writings which according to the organization
reﬂects the dream of Martin Luther King Jr. for a just society.

Thursday, February 27, 2020, 5 p.m.
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center Auditorium

The Dr. William G. Anderson Lecture Series: Slavery to Freedom gives members of
the mid-Michigan community opportunities to interact with multicultural leaders
from education, business, industry, entertainment and government. For 20 years,
this series has featured living icons of the American civil rights movement.
All activities are free of charge.
For more information call (517) 432-4979 or e-mail kilbourn@msu.edu.
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SW Atlanta church pays off $10K worth of
layaway gifts for Christmas
Dec 09, 2019 By Zachary Hansen, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

For nearly two dozen families, this holiday season had been a stressful one
as they struggled to find the money to pay off their gifts on layaway.
However, that worry turned to joy after a church payed off $10,000 worth of
layaway items at a southwest Atlanta Walmart.Cascade United Methodist
Church payed for 23 families’ held items Monday, the church’s senior pastor,
Kevin Murriel, said in a video the church uploaded to Facebook.
“We’ve been called by God to be here, and we want to be a blessing for those
in our community,” Murriel said. “... Everyone deserves a good Christmas.”
For one mother, the church’s generosity meant more than she could put into
words, Channel 2 Action News reported.Suhwanda McCreary told the news
station her 28-year-old son, Justin McCreary, was killed in a traffic accident in
Mobile, Ala., earlier this year.
“I used to take him shopping every year for his children for Christmas,” she
told the news station. “He left three kids behind.”Her son died in April after he
drove a Jeep off an interstate exit ramp onto railroad tracks shortly before a
train hit his vehicle, according to local media reports.
Justin McCreary was ejected from the Jeep and killed, while two other men
died during the collision with the train, news station WALA-TV reported. A
fourth passenger survived the incident with serious injuries.
His mother told Channel 2 that shopping alone this year had been taxing —
both emotionally and financially — without her son.
“It’s a tremendous help because I really wasn’t able to do it, because
sometimes I would borrow money,” Suhwanda McCreary told the news
station. “(This) meant a whole lot to me.”
Another woman, Laurel Sessions, told Channel 2 that the church’s giving
spirit means her grandchildren will be able to receive gifts she otherwise
wouldn’t of been able to afford.
“It helps me to be able to pay a bill that I didn’t have the money for that I
needed,” Sessions said. “It just came right at the right time.”
After paying for the group’s gifts, the senior pastor only asked for one thing in
return for his church’s donation.“All we ask is that in some point in your life
that you pay it forward — that you would bless someone else,” Murriel said.
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Live God, Love God, Follow God,
and in all things, Stay the Course!
Share the Beacon Magazine with others!
Scan this code or visit cascadebeacon.com.
An Official Publication of Cascade United Methodist Church
3144 Cascade Road, SW | Atlanta, GA 30311 | 404.691.5770 | cascadeumc.org

